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Donnie Rankin at the YORK

About the Artist: Donnie Rankin

CATOE’s next event will be held Saturday, August
25th at 10m at the York Theatre in Elmhurst, Illinois.

Donnie Rankin first took an interest in the theatre organ at the tender age of three when he first heard
the sounds of the Mighty Wurlitzer at the Civic Theatre in Akron, Ohio.

Donnie Rankin will entertain us on the York’s Theatre’s 2/7 Barton organ. The York is located at: 150
North York St. Elmhurst, IL 60126 - (630) 834-0675.

Following that initial introduction to the King of Instruments, he frequently played on his greatgrandfather's home organ. In 2000 Donnie acquired
an instrument and began taking formal lessons. Classical piano training followed in 2005, and his budding talent quickly blossomed into first rate musicianship.
Since then, Donnie has won several organ competitions and awards, including being named the Overall
Winner of the American Theatre Organ Society’s
Young Theatre Organist Competition in 2007.

The York’s current Barton organ was originally installed in the Rialto Theatre in Champaign, Illinois in
1925. It was purchased by Classic Cinemas in 1980,
and moved to the Tivoli Theatre. In 1992 it was
moved to the York Theatre when the current CATOE organ was installed in the Tivoli. The York,
opened on Labor Day, 1924 with a 3/10 Barton theatre pipe organ.
The theatre’s concession stand will be open for traditional snacks, but members are encouraged to bring
treats to share. Thanks to Willis and Shirley Johnson, and Classic Cinemas for letting us use the York
Theatre and it’s Barton theatre organ for our event.

Donnie began studying with noted organist Jelani Eddington in September 2007. Since that time, Donnie
has performed for theatre organ audiences from
coast to coast. He resides in Ravenna, Ohio, and is a
staff organist at the Civic Theatre in nearby Akron playing the very same organ Donnie first heard when
he was three years old.
In his free time, he enjoys: boating, bowling, cinematography, photography, cycling, archery, marksmanship, and assorted backyard sports . Some more productive hands-on activities he’s been involved with
include re-soldering PC boards for home organs, and
restoring antique tractors, his latest is a 1966 John
Deere.
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Arcada Theatre Pays Tribute to CATOE’s Jim Shaffer with Dedication
On Sunday, July 29th, Onesti Entertainment operators
of the Arcada Theatre in St. Charles, Illinois paid tribute to one of the historic relics found in the theatre…
CATOE member and Arcada volunteer, Jim Shaffer!
Onesti President, Ron Onesti, emceed the event which
included a brief history of the theatre, and interviews
with a life-long St. Charles resident and CATOE President, David Rhodes. Ron reminisced about his first
experience hearing the Arcada’s theater organ and
he lovingly recalled the time when he took over operations at the Arcada Theatre and heard about Jim.
Ron then introduced Jim, who appeared rising out of
the orchestra pit playing the pipe organ. After a
short interview, Ron announced the dedication of the
theatre’s Marr & Colton organ to Jim Shaffer. Ron
presented plaque which includes a photograph of Jim
at the organ console, beside the following inscription:

Jim Shaffer receives a standing ovation as he rises from the orchestra pit while playing the Arcada Theatre’s original pipe organ.

This 1928 Marr & Colton
Pipe Organ is
lovingly dedicated to
JIM SHAFFER
A man who unselfishly dedicates
his life to the Arcada Theatre.
The organ is the soul of the
theatre, Jim is it’s heart.
He is our resident “Rock Star”
and his music will forever reside in
our hearts.

Organist Dennis Scott begins his musical presentation dedicated to
Jim Shaffer. Also not that Jim Shaffer’s “Larger than Life” image
was displayed on the theatre’s movie screens during the event.

With much gratitude,
The Onesti Family, July 29, 2012
Organist Dennis Scott then presented a program on
the organ which included accompanying the Buster
Keaton silent film ‘The Boat’. After the organ presentation (and at Jim’s request) theatre manager Johnny
Maggio sang a few impromptu Frank Sinatra hits with
Dennis Scott and the Arcada’s theatre organ providing the music. Following the performances, snacks
and treats including a cake decorated for the event
were offered in the lobby CATOE congratulates Jim
Shaffer and thanks him for the decades of dedication.

Ron Onesti (left) and Jim Shaffer pose in the lobby after the
presentation. Jim is holding the organ dedication plaque he re-
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