
Highlights:   

 

 The Next CATOE 

social will be Satur-

day April 5th 

 Tivoli Theatre 

 Doors:  9:30 am 

 Start:    10:00 am 

 Artist: David Rhodes 

 

ed a new home and in 
1992 was moved into the 
Tivoli Theatre in Downers 
Grove. The Tivoli owners 
Willis and Shirley John-
son actively support the-
atre organ and welcomed 
the Wurlitzer to their flag-
ship theatre of the CLAS-

SIC CINEMAS Theatre Chain.   

Doors for the social are 9:30 with 

the concert beginning at 10:00 am 

Please bring a treat to share as our 

friends from CTOS and JATOE are 

also invited to attend. 
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The next CATOE social 
will be held on Satur-
day April 5th at the 
Tivoli Theatre in 
Downers Grove Illi-
nois featuring David 
Rhodes.  The Tivoli 
is home to CATOE’s 
3/10 Wurlitzer.  This 
organ was originally installed in the 
Indiana Theatre in East Chicago, In-
diana in 1924.  It was purchased by 
CATOE and relocated to the Maine 
Township High School North in 
DesPlaines.  John Muri presented 
the program for the organ dedica-
tion at the school.  The organ need-

April Social 

Directions to the Tivoli Theatre 

The Tivoli Theatre located at:   

5021 Highland Ave.  Down-

ers Grove, IL 60515 Phone: 

630-968-0219.   It is one 

block east of Main Street on 

Highland Avenue.   Main 

street is Lemont Road when 

coming from the south sub-

urbs, and is easily reached 

from I-55 (Stevenson) on the 

south, Ogden Avenue on the 

north, and east of Route 53 and 

the I-355 North/South Toll. 

Please invite all of your neighbors, 

friends, and family members to at-

tend.    



David Rhodes began taking pi-

ano lessons at the age of 7 and 

classical organ 

training at 12.  His 

organ instructor for 

8 years was Fr. John 

Palmer C.S.V., a pro-

fessor at Benedic-

tine University and 

director for the Roy-

al Conservatory of 

Music.  Having 

heard the theatre 

organ interludes at the Tivoli Thea-

tre at the age of 14, he was hooked.  

David has played for various types 

of programs and special events at 

the Arcada Theatre in St. Charles, 

Rialto Theatre in Joliet, Coronado 

Theatre in Rockford and the York 

Theatre in Elmhurst.  David premi-

ered the 2/7 Wurlitzer at St. John 

Cantius Church in Chi-

cago.  He is currently 

one of the staff or-

ganists at the Tivoli a 

position that he has 

held for the past 9 

years and also plays 

pre-program music at 

Downers Grove North 

High School on their 

3/10 Wurlitzer.  In ad-

dition, David is involved in the res-

toration of the Wurlitzer theatre 

pipe organ in the George Cardinal 

Mundelein Auditorium at the Uni-

versity of Saint Mary of the Lake 

and the many other CATOE spon-

sored instruments.  

April Organist—David Rhodes 
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 Check out our 

web page   

www.catoe61.org 

  

ATOS—Convention 

This year, the American Theatre Or-

gan Society is 

having it’s annual 

convention in 

near by Indianap-

olis.  If you have 

always wanted to 

attend one  -  

and one close by  

--  this is your 

chance (of course 
until CATOE has one!).   

The convention runs from July 4th  

thru  July 9th.  There are many 

wonderful organs to hear—Bartons, 

Pages and of course a Wurlitzer or 

two.  This is probably the most di-

verse group of theatre organs that 

you will be able to hear. 

There will be many differ-

ent organists on tap as well  

— Richard Hills, David 

Gray, Dave Wickerham, 

Pierre Fracalanza, Walt 

Strony and Clark Wilson 

just to name a few.  

You can get more infor-

mation from your current 

ATOS Journal  -  check out 

WWW.ATOS.ORG  or call Tim 

Needler, Convention Chairman, 

at (317) 255-8056. 

3/18 Barton Warren Center 



Are you as tired of the winter as I 

am?  This has been one of the 

longest that I can remember.  

But with spring on the horizon 

and all that CATOE has upcom-

ing, I am feeling better each day!    

We have a great social planned 

on Saturday May 3rd at the 

Steinway Store on Diehl Road in 

Naperville with Jonas Nordwall.  

Doors 12:30 program 1:00 pm.  

June 1 we will be at Downers 

Grove North High School with 

the ATOS President/CO, Ken 

Double at the 3/10 Wurlitzer.  

And speaking of that Wurlitzer, 

we are planning some work on 

the organ in preparation for 

Ken’s appearance.  CATOE will 

also be getting the organ ready 

to celebrate the 45th anniversary 

of the installation of the organ at 

the high school in June of 2015. 

Also on the horizon is the re-

dedication of the Wurlitzer at 

Mundelein.  David Rhodes and 

his work crew have been very 

busy getting the organ ready.  

Look for a social at Mundelein in 

the future. 

And while we are gazing long 

term, the Arcada will be cele-

brating it’s 90th birthday in 

2016!  We will work with the Ar-

cada management to help cele-

brate the Theatre’s birthday! 

As you can see, there are many 

different projects that CATOE is 

undertaking.  And of course as 

you know, these “projects” can 

certainly be-

come rather ex-

pensive.  We are 

looking at differ-

ent possibilities 

for raising 

funds—so if you 

have any sug-

gestions, please 

let me know.     

Here in the Vox—The Official 

News Letter of CATOE, I try and 

list events of other area clubs 

for you.  Space constraints do 

not always allow for me to fully 

detail all that is taking place 

with the other clubs.   If you are 

interested in attending one of 

those events but are unsure of 

where or when, check out their 

web page.  Our web page 

(www.catoe61.org) now has links 

to some of the other clubs.  

Should you not have computer 

access, please feel free to call 

the CATOE hotline or write.  I 

will be happy to help answer 

your questions.   

Hope to see you at the April So-

cial at the Tivoli.  Please remem-

ber to bring something to share 

with our CTOS and JATOE 

friends.    

From the editor ……... 
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Interested in 

helping setup at a 

social?  How about 

being on a Work 

Crew?  Contact 

David Rhodes or 

Taylor Trimby!  



ippo Mansion.  Organists this 

year are Chris Elliot, Pierre Fra-

calanza and Jelani Edding-

ton.  Also on the bill at the Ri-

alto is the University of St. 

Francis Symphony.   Tickets for 

the 7pm Rialto show are 

$35.00 and for the 1pm San-

filipo show they are $65.00 –

which includes dessert buffet. 

Contact Jim Patak at 708-562-

8528 or check out the JATOE 

web page at www.jatoe.org for 

more information. 

David Rhodes and Tim 

Charlton share bench duties 

at the Tivoli Theatre on CA-

TOE’s 3/10 Wurlitzer each Fri-

day and Saturday nights play-

ing before the movies.  Stop in 

and enjoy their performance 

on our Mighty Wurlitzer and 

one of the movies being 

shown. 

JATOE will be having their 

2014 Pipe Organ Extravaganza 

April 26th and 27th and the 

Rialto Theatre and the Sanfil-

What’s Up in the Area? 

CATOE is on 

Facebookê Check out 

the: 

Chicago Chapter of 

the American Theatre 

Organ Society 

2615 Inwood Drive 

Joliet, Illinois  60435 

 

Phone: 779.205.8252 

 

WWW.CATOE61.ORG 

 

E-mail: Catoe_61@att.net 

The Chicago Area Theatre Organ Enthusiasts are committed through performances and 

educational efforts to help the public understand and appreciate how remarkable these 

organs truly are. It is also why we are dedicated to their preservation.  
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