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Highlights:


Public Show at the Arcada
Theatre—Remembering Jim
Shaffer. Sunday January
19th at 2:00 pm. Tickets are
$10.00. More information
inside.



CATOE Social at St. John
Cantius February 16th.
Dinner at 1:45 Concert at
2:30

Past CATOE President and Treasure
Jim Shaffer passed away on November 19th in his Aurora home.

1935, Shaffer moved to Aurora at
the age of 18 and began a career
with Burlington Railroad that lasted

Shaffer, 78, a longtime volunteer at
the Arcada theatre also played the
3/16 Marr Colton/Geneva pipe organ before each show.

until he retired at age 65. He
served in the U.S. Army, and he
helped raise two nephews — Jeff
and Gary, who survive him.

"He was the heart and soul of the
theater," said Ron Onesti, president
and CEO of the Arcada Theater.
"He represented everything that
the theater represented for me. We
called him our 'resident rock star.'
Born in Bloomsburg, Penn., in

Working with the railroad gave
Shaffer an attention to detail and a
promptness that his co-workers
and fellow organ enthusiasts appreciated, as well as a love for
model trains.
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Social Review
Our November socials were amazing
to say the least. First, we enjoyed the
musical styling of Pierre Fracalanza
with our sister chapter CTOS at the
Steinway Store on November 9th. The
standing room only crowd was in awe
of his performance. He not only
played the George Wright IV but also
the Steinway Grand taking requests
from the audience and intertwining
them in his medley. Pierre also had
some videos that he accompanied—
showing his versatility. Pierre will be
partaking in the Organ Extravaganza
XVIII at the Rialto in April and the
ATOS Convention in July in Indianapolis. Thanks to Lee Maloney for his
hospitality.

The following Saturday we were at

Downers Grove North High School to
hear the very talented Donnie Rankin
play the 3/10 Wurlitzer. Unbeknownst
to us, the DGNHS Swim team had a
swim meet that morning, the Football
team had a home playoff game and
the science department was holding
an open house! The place was crazy.
However, once in the auditorium, Donnie took us on our musical journey and
proved why he is in such demand. His
diverse program was enjoyed by the
CATOE and JATOE members in attendance. Star Trek Medley was top notch
as was his rendition of Bess, You Is My
Woman Now. Also very enjoyable was
his Jesse Crawford arrangement of A
Broken Rosary.
Thanks again to Pierre, Donnie and our
sister chapters of CTOS and JATOE.

January Public show
at the Arcada in St.
Charles and
February Social at
St. John Cantius in

Chicago

Remembering Jim Shaffer
The Arcada theatre is presenting a
Public Show on Sunday January 19th
at 2:00 pm in remembrance of the late
Jim Shaffer. Tickets for the show are
$10.00 and all proceeds will go to CATOE!
You will get to hear three organists —
Glenn Tallar, Taylor Trimby and David Rhodes performing on the 3/16
Marr Colton/Geneva Organ. The silent movie “Two Tars” starring Laurel and Hardy will be screened and
there will also be a sing-a-long.
The Arcada Theatre Management is
producing a video tribute to Jim
that will be shown during the performance.

Tickets will be available on the Arcada’s web page soon.
More information in the January
Vox Catoe Newsletter.

February at St. John Cantius
On Sunday, February 19th, we will
once again be at St. John Cantius
Church in Chicago to hear the 2/7
Wurlitzer organ.
The church is planning to have a
luncheon which will cost $5.00. The
luncheon will start at 1:45. Upon
completion, we will adjourn to the
fellowship hall to hear our featured
organist.
The music program will begin at
2:30 and it is
free for CATOE
members.
More information on this
event will be
featured in the
January Newsletter.
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From the editor ……...
DON’T FORGET to renew your membership with CATOE. We have many
fun things planned for 2014 and you
won’t want to miss them.
We did have a quorum at the November meeting at Downers Grove North
High School and were able to vote in
our board members
that were up for
election. Re-elected
to a two year term
were:

Happy Holidays from the CATOE
Board of Directors to you and
your family.

Tim Charlton, Vice
President
Greg Simanski,
Treasurer
Joe Fisher, board
member

Interested in
helping setup at a
social? How about
being on a Work
Crew? Contact
David Rhodes or
Taylor Trimby!

For Sale!
Dave Dahms sent in a list of some interesting things he has for sale.
1. 810 Chicago Stadium Stop Tabs. There were originally 833 tabs on the Barton. Of the 810 that I have 33 are for
sure replacement tabs from over the years as they are considerably lighter in weight. $3000
2. August 1st 1929 Organ Proclamation Dedication Program. $500
This is a multi fold concert held the 1st time the organ was played in the Chicago stadium
3. Assorted Melgard family photos and Chicago Stadium Barton Original Photos

$250

4. Framed and matted 8 by 10 photo autographed by Ralph Waldo Emerson (1st Stadium Organist) Autograph “To
Mr. and Mrs. AH KLEMME for a continuous honeymoon from RALPH WALDO EMERSON." With the frame and
matte the entire piece is 10 by 12 $150
5. Large Chicago Stadium Organ Rocker Panel mounted on a gold + red board $450
this is approximetly 3 by 4 feet in dimension. there are 7 rocker panels attached to the contact strip. it is mounted on a gold and red board to match the colors of the organ. This is approximately 100 pounds.
For more information—contact Dave at
Dave Dahmn
7101 W. Farragut
Chicago Il 60656
773 414 4931
nhl8431@aol.com

Chicago Area Theatre Organ Enthusiasts
2615 Inwood Drive
Joliet, Illinois 60435

Phone: 815.744.6516
WWW.CATOE.ORG
E-mail: Catoe_61@att.net

David Rhodes, President
PO Box 667
Lyons, Illinois 60534
630-687-0380

The Chicago Area Theatre Organ Enthusiasts are committed through performances and
educational efforts to help the public understand and appreciate how remarkable these
organs truly are. It is also why we are dedicated to their preservation.
2013—2014 CATOE BOARD
David Rhodes
Tim Charlton
Michael Garay
Greg Simanski
Taylor Trimby
Joe Fisher
Jon C. Habermaas

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Publicity/Membership Director
Director
Director

CATOE is on Facebook… Check
out the:
Chicago Chapter of the
American Theatre Organ
Society

What’s Up in the Area?
Check out the performances at the Tivoli in Downers Grove this holiday season
as CATOE’s 3/10 Wurlitzer gets plenty of
exposure. December 8th—Christmas Story, 9th—Love Actually, 10th—Miracle on
34th Street and the 12th is Christmas Vacation. Movie times are 7pm and 9:30. On
December 11th, White Christmas will be
shown at 1:30, 4:00, 7:00 (Tim Charlton)
and 9:30. All holiday performances will
have Christmas Songs AND a sing-a-long
prior to the start of the movie! David
Rhodes will be at the console except
where noted.

Taylor Trimby will be at the Barton
Grande in the Rialto Theatre on Friday December 13th 7:00 pm for their annual production of “It’s a Wonderful Life”. This is
the radio show version, live on stage. The
organ will be played 30 minutes prior to
the start of the show and will also add
sound effects, scene transitions and accompany “commercials” during the show.
It can also be heard on WJOL 1340 AM
and at their web site… www.wjol.com

In addition, the movie, It’s a Wonderful Life
will be shown on December 14th and 15th
at 1:30. Proceeds will benefit Sharing Connection Furniture Bank, a resource to provide home furnishings for neighbors in
need. Donation is $5.00.

David Rhodes and Tim Charlton share
bench duties at the Tivoli Theatre on CATOE’s 3/10 Wurlitzer each Friday and Saturday nights playing before the movies.
Stop in and enjoy their performance on
our Mighty Wurlitzer and one of the movies being shown

